
Open
A Traditional Snowball 9-Patch with a Twist

thisMOMquilts
designed by:

Amanda Johnston



Introduction:  
This pattern is based on a very traditional Snowball 9-Patch quilt. 
The only difference here is where the color is placed; I chose to 
highlight a ring motif that appears as a secondary pattern. As well, 
I have left openings in the ring motif as a reminder to remain 
Open to new ideas and opportunities. I hope you enjoy exploring 
this pattern. 
Fabric Requirements: 
 Lap Size (finishes at 

63″ by 63″) 
Baby Size (finishes 
at 45″ by 45″) 

Background Fabric 2.75 yards  2.25 yards 
Main Color Fabric 1.2 yards 0.6 yards 
Accent Color Fabric 0.25 yards 0.25 yards 
Backing Fabric  4.0 yards 3.0 yards 
Binding Fabric 0.6 yards 0.5 yards 
Batting 71″ x 71″ 53″ x 53″ 
 

Pattern Notes: 
• Please read the pattern through before beginning. 

• Finished Snowball and 9-Patch blocks measure 9″ square 
(and measure 9.5″ unfinished). 

• A one-quarter inch (0.25″) seam allowance is used for block 
construction and quilt assembly. 

• Width of fabric (WOF) equals 40″. 

• This pattern assumes you know ‘Stitch and Flip Triangle’ 
method (used to piece Snowball blocks), how to piece 9-
Patch blocks and ‘Chain-Piecing’ method. There are many 
tutorials online to help if needed. 
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Cutting Instructions: 
For Lap Size Quilt cut… 

Fabric: Cutting Instruction: Total Needed: 

Background 
Fabric 

Cut 7 strips 9.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 9.5″ 

squares 
25 

Cut 17 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
181 

Main Color 
Fabric 

Cut 11 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
120 

Accent Color 
Fabric 

Cut 2 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
15 

Binding Fabric 
Cut 7 strips 2.5″ wide by 

WOF 
7 

 

For Baby Size Quilt cut… 

Fabric: Cutting Instruction: Total Needed: 

Background 
Fabric 

Cut 4 strips 9.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 9.5″ 

squares 
13 

Cut 10 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
100 

Main Color 
Fabric 

Cut 5 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
45 

Accent Color 
Fabric 

Cut 2 strips 3.5″ wide by 
WOF, sub-cut into 3.5″ 

squares 
15 

Binding Fabric 
Cut 5 strips 2.5″ wide by 

WOF 
5 

www.thismomquilts.wordpress.com 2 Open - a twist on tradition



Quilt Coloring Sheet: 
Take a moment to look at the Quilt Color Diagram and Quilt 
Coloring Sheet. You may color the Quilt Coloring Sheet by placing 
your colors in the ring motifs as demonstrated on the Quilt Color 
Diagram. 

Piecing the Blocks: 
The most simplified way to make this quilt is to lay out each block 
on a design wall (or floor or bed). Steps 1 to 4 will walk you 
through how to lay the quilt out with steps 5 and 6 instructing you 
how to piece the blocks. Please note that the Lap Size Quilt 
instructions appear first and the Baby Size Quilt instructions will 
appear in the square brackets []. If there are no square brackets 
used, assume the instruction applies to both sizes of quilt. Go 
ahead and highlight the numbers that apply to the size of quilt you 
are making before starting. 

1) Divide main color fabric evenly into 8 [3] piles. Put accent 
color fabric in its own little pile. You should have 15 – 3.5″ 
colored squares in each pile, and will have a total of 9 [4] 
piles. Each pile will be used to create one ring motif. 

2) Arrange 9.5″ square background fabrics (these are the 
Snowball blocks) on your design wall and make sure to leave 
space for the 9-Patch blocks in between. The 9-Patch blocks 
will be created by using 9 - 3.5″ squares between each 
Snowball block, which you will partially lay out in Step 3 and 
finish laying out in Step 4. 

3) Start placing main color fabrics and accent color fabrics to 
create ring motifs. Refer to Quilt Color Diagram for 
placement of colors. Don’t forget to add some color to those 
Snowballs. I like to fold the color fabric square into a triangle 
in order to place color in the corners of the Snowball blocks; 
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you may also just lay the squares in the corners of the 
Snowball blocks.  

4) Now you will complete filling in the 9-Patch blocks and the 
corners of the Snowball blocks. Fill in the empty spaces 
within the 9-Patch block areas with 3.5″ square background 
fabric and place 3.5″ background fabrics in the empty 
corners of the Snowball blocks. 

5) Piece Snowball blocks using ‘Stitch and Flip Triangle’ method. 
You may decide to chain-piece the Snowball blocks for 
efficiency. I would suggest snapping a picture of your layout 
before you begin. You will have pieced 25 [13] Snowball 
blocks. 

6) Piece 9-Patch blocks. Again, you may decide to chain-piece 
the 9-Patch blocks. You will have pieced 24 [12] 9-Patch 
blocks. 

7) Return pieced blocks to their original layout on your design 
wall. 

Quilt Assembly: 
1) Sew blocks together into rows as you have laid them out.  
2) Sew rows together. You have just created your quilt top! 

 

Finishing: 
1) Piece the quilt backing using your preferred method. I have 

calculated the yardage for the backing to include a 4″ 
margin on all sides of the quilt.  

2) Sandwich your quilt top, batting and backing. 
3) Baste your quilt sandwich and quilt as desired. 
4) Piece binding strips together with your preferred method. 
5) Bind quilt using your preferred method. 
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Quilt C olor Diagram
Lap Size Quilt 

(finishes at 63” x 63”)
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Quilt C oloring Sheet
Lap Size Quilt 

(finishes at 63” x 63”)

www.thismomquilts.wordpress.com 6 Open - a twist on tradition



Quilt C olor Diagram
Baby Size Quilt 

(finishes at 45” x 45”)
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Quilt C oloring Sheet
Baby Size Quilt 

(finishes at 45” x 45”)
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